INTRODUCTION

METHODS
Postal questionnaires were sent out to all of the local General Practitioners in the local health care district. Each letter comprised an introductory page with an illustrated example of the format of the shorter discharge summary (see Figure 1) Figure 2) .
Each question was responded to on a graduated scale of desirability, with a range of 5 possible options. These ranged from "essential" through "highly desirable", "desirable" and "not important" down to "undesirable".
The 
